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REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 18 . are pending in the present application. No additional claims fee is 
believed to be due. 

Rejection Under 35 USC S102/S1Q1 Over U .S. Patent Nqs> S.240>S62. 5334.286. 
5.279.767, 5,624.532 or 5.981.044 

Claims 1-18 are rejected by the Examiner under 35 USC § 102(b) as allegedly 
being anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 USC § 103(a) as allegedly defining 
obvious subject matter over U.S. Patent No. 5^40,562 to Phan et aL Cthc ^562 PatenT), 
U.S. Patent No. 5,334.286 to Van Phan et al. C*the ^286 Patent"). U.S. Patent No. 
5,279,767 to Phan et al. ('the ^767 PatcnfO, U.S. Patent No. 5,624,532 to Trokhan et al. 
C'the *532 Patent") or U.S. Patent No. 5,981,044 to Phan et al. ("the 044 Patent"). The 
Examiner asserts that all of these references teach a tissue containing a polyhydroxy 
compound, same as the ones claimed and added at the same range as claimed in the 
claimed ixrt^ention. Furtiher, the Examiner asserts that the references teach the use of 
opacity inCTeasing agents, such as particular fillers. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the references, the '562 Patent, the *286 
Patent, the '767 Pat«it, the '532 Patent and the '044 Patent, all foil to teach each and 
eveiy elemmt of Claims 1 and IS, the independent claims, because they each fail to teach 
a fibroua structure comprising a fiber flexibilizing agent svstem comprising a fiber 
flexibilizing agent and an opacity increasing agent i^Tplicants appreciate that prior art 
fibrous structures contain fiber flexibilizing agents, such as polyhydroxy compounds, and 
that the prior art fibrous structures cGnq>rise fillers (some of which may be opacity 
increasing agmts accottling to the Examiner). However, Applicants respectfiilly submit 
that the prior art fibrous slructures teach placing fillers in the fibca* slurry used to make the 
fibrous structures aiKl applying a polyiiydroxy compoimd on a surface of the fibrous 
structure. Ehie to the fillers being present within the interior of the prior art fibrous 
structures and the polyhydroxy compounds being present on a surfoce of the fibrous 
structure. Applicants submit that the prior art fibrous structures foil to teach a fiber 
flexibilizing agent system comprising a fiber flexibilizing agent and an opacity increasing 
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agent, let alone a fiber flexibilizing agent system comprising a fiber flexibilizing agent 
and an opacity increasing agent wherein the net change in opacity of the fibrous stmcture 
resulting from the fiber fl^ibilizing agent system is greater than the net change in opacity 
of the llbfQus structure resulting from individual components of &e fiber flexibilizing 
agent system. 

In ligiht of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 1 and IS are 
not anticipated by nor rend^ed obvious over any of the references, the ^562 Patent, the 
.'286 Patent, the '767 Patent, the '532 Patent and the '044 Patent, alone or in combination. 
Further, Applicants respoclTuUy submit thai Claims 2-14 and 16-18, which ultimately 
dq)end from Claims 1 and IS, respectively, are not anticipated by nor rendered obvious 
over any of the referaices, the *562 Patent, the '286 Patent, the '767 Patent, the '532 
Patent and the '044 Patent, alone or in combination. 

Reiection Under 35 USC &102/8103 Over Japan Patent Application No. 1 1332777 

Claims M8 are rejected by the Examiner under 35 USC § 102(b) as allegedly 
being anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 USC §103(a) as allegedly defimng 
obvious subject matter over Japan Patent Application No. 11332777 to Yoshifumi et al. 
CYoshifumi'O* The Examiner asserts fliat Yoshifumi teaches a wiping product in which a 
polyol compound, including a polyetfayleae oxide, is added to the wd). Further, die 
Examiner asserts that Yoshifiuni teachtas (he addition offilleis to the wiping product 

Applicants respectfully submit that Yoshifumi fails to teach each and every 
element of Claims 1 and 15, the independent claims, because it fails to teach a fibrous 
structure comprising a fiber flexibilizing agent system comprising a fiber flexibilizing 
agent and an opacity increasing agent Applicants appreciate that prior art fibrous 
structures contain fiber flexibilizing agents, such as polyhydroxy compounds, and that the 
prior art fibrous structures comprise fillers (some of which may be opacity increasing 
agents according to the Examiner). However. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
prior art fibrous structiu-es teach placing fillers in the fiber slurry used to make the fibrous 
structures and applying a polyhydroxy compound on a surface of the fibrous structure. 
Due to the filiera being present within the interior of the prior art fibrous structures and 
the pol>^ydroxy compounds being present on a surface of the fibrous structure, 
Applicants submit that the prior art fibrous structures fiul to teach a fib^ flexibilizing 
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agent system comprising a fiber flexibiiizing agent and an opacity increasing agent, let 
alone a fiber flexibiiizing agent system comprising a fiber flexibiiizing agent and an 
opacity increasing agent wherein the net change in opacity of the fibrous stnicture 
resulting ftom the fiber flexibiliidng agent system is greater than the net change in opacity 
of the fibrous stiuctufe resulting ftom individual components of flie fiber flexibiiizing 
agent system. 

In light of the foregoing. Applicants respectfiiUy submit that Claims 1 and 15 are 
not anticipated by nor rendered obvious over Yoshifiimi. Further, Applicants respectfiilly 
submit that Claims 2-14 and 16-18, which ultimately depend from Claims 1 and 15, 
respectively, are not anticipated by nor rendered obvious over Yoshifumi. 

Re jection Under 35 USC 8 1 02/S 1 03 Over U.S. Patent APDlication Pubhca tion Nos. 
2002/0192407. 2001/0055609. 2004/0052834 o r 2003/0136531 

Claims 1-18 are rejected by the Examiner under 35 USC §102(b) as allegedly 
being anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 USC § 103(a) as allegedly defining 
obvioiis subject matter over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0192407 to 
Hmdrix ct al. ("Hendrix**), U.S. Patent AR>Ucation PubUcation No. 2001/0055609 to 
Shantz et al. ("Shantz**). U.S. Patent i^Ucation Publication No. 2004/0052834 to West 
^ al. CWest") or U.S. Patwit i^lication Publication No. 2003/0136531 to Edwards et 
al. CTEdwards"). The Examiner asserts that all of these references teach a tissue in which 
polyethylene oxide, polyethylene glycol is added to the tissue. Further, the Examiner 
asserts that all of the references teach the use of the same type of polyefliylene glycol as 
described within the present application. Further, the Examiner asserts that the references 
teach the use of fillcrs'and/or pigments. 

Applicants respectftilly submit that the references, Hendrix, Shantz, West and 
Edwards, all fail to teach each and every element of Claims 1 and 15, the independent 
claims, because Aey each fail to teach a fibrous stnicture comprising a fiber flexibiiizing 
agent svstem comprising a fiber flexibilizmg agent and an opacity increasing agent 
Applicants appreciate that prior art fibrous structures contain lotion compositions that 
comprises fiber flexibiiizing agents, such as polyhydroxy compounds, and that the prior 
art fibrous structures comprise fillers (some of which may be opacity increasing agents 
according to the Examiner). However, Applicants respectfully submit that the prior art 

Page 4 of 5 



PACE 5/6 * RCVD AT 3/23«007 12:07:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/1 1 • DNI8:2738300 • CSID: 5136343612 * DURATION (mm-ss): 02-42 



5136343612 



1211:44 p.m. 
iu;-.3i;ao a.m. 



03-23-2007 



6/6 
0 m 



AppLNo. 10/615,970 
Docket No. 9325 
Reply dated March 23» 2007 
Reply to Office Action mailed on December 29, 2006 
Customer No. 27752 

fibrous structures teach placing fillers in the fiber sluiry used to make the fibrous 
structures and applying a polyhydrpxy compound on a surface of the fitnous structure via 
a lotion composition. Due to die fillers being present within the interior of the prior art 
fibrous structures and the polyfaydroxy compounda being present on a surface of the 
fibrous structure within a lotion composition. Applicants submit that the prior art fibrous 
structures fail to teach a fiber flexibilizmg agent system comprising a fiber flexibilizing 
agent and an opacity increasing ag«it, let alone a fiber flexibilizing agent system 
comprising a fibtt* flexibilizing agent and an opacity increasing agent wherein the net 
change in opacity of the fibrous structure resoldng fiom die fiber flexibilizmg agent 
system is greater than the net change in opacity of the fibrous structure resulting botn 
individual components of the fiber flexibilizing ag^t system. . 

In light of the foregomg. Applicants respectfiilly submit diat Claims 1 and IS are 
not anticipated by nor rendered obvious over any of die references, Hendrix, Shantz, West 
and Edwards, alone or in combination. Further, Applicants respectfiilly submit that 
Claims 2-14 and 16-18, which ultimately depend fix)m Qaims 1 and 15, respectively, are 
not anticipated by nor rendered obvious over any of die refermces, Hendrix, Shantz, West 
and Bdwaids, alone or in combmation. 

Conclusion 

This response represents an earnest effort to plnice the application in proper form 
and to distinguish the invention as now claimed from the applied references. In view of 
die foregoing, reconsideration of diis application, and allowance of Clakns 1-18 is 
respectfiilly requested. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 
THEJ>ROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY 
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